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LONDON’S PRIDE
EMILY HOPE goes behind the scenes to investigate why Fuller’s
is the last major London brewery still standing

T

he news at the start of the year that
The Stag Brewery in Mortlake
is to stop brewing Budweiser, Bud
Ice and Michelob means that Fuller, Smith
and Turner in Chiswick is the only brewery
left in London.
It is a widely acknowledged fact that the
pub industry has been haemorrhaging for
several years now, with 35 pubs closing
a week last year. The Stag’s impending
demise is just another stark reminder that
despite reports of binge drinking and soaring
alcohol related problems, it just isn’t
happening down the local boozer anymore.
Yet, somehow, despite all the doom and
gloom, tucked away between the Hogarth
roundabout and the River Thames, familyrun business Fuller’s has managed not only
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to survive since 1845, but to thrive where
others, such as Youngs, Whitbread and
Courage have failed, and now has
a 360–strong estate.

Brewing loyalty
John Roberts, managing director of The
Fuller's Beer Company explains how much
it means to be London’s last brewery. “We are
proud to be London's only remaining
traditional family brewer. It brings with it
many opportunities as we can emphasise our
London commitment wherever we can. But
we’re also disappointed that an industry that
was once the envy of the world is being put
at risk by the current Government's alcohol
duty policy.”
Of course its success and longevity is not

just down to luck. They have managed
to buck the downward trend by
concentrating on what they do best.
“We focus on the key pillars of
outstanding cask-conditioned ales, delicious
food, great wines, exemplary service and use
the best quality ingredients,” he continues.
“We don't aim to be the biggest, but we aim
to be the best.”
The group has also put a lot of effort into
cultivating a strong and loyal fan base.
“Many people from London grew up on
Fuller's beers, and search it out where they
can. When they are in London, they are
reassured by the sight of their favourite beer,”
says John. “We try to cultivate this loyalty
by striving to provide our customers with
the best, and giving them something
www.thegreenmag.co.uk
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Find your local
The Bell & Crown
11-13 Thames Road, W4 3PL T
020 8994 4264

The Dove
19 Upper Mall Hammersmith, W6 9TA
020 8748 9474

The Duke of York
107 Devonshire Road, W4 2HU
020 8994 2118

The George
& Devonshire
different every now and again with our
seasonal beers.
In recent years the company has
emphasised its London roots by sponsoring
events, such as the London Marathon and
Capital Radio’s Help a London Child.
Support is also provided locally with events
such as the Chiswick High Road Christmas
lights, and a number of local charities
including Friends of Chiswick House,
Old Chiswick Protection Society, Chiswick
Pier and its lifeboat.
It has also raised over £1 million over the
last decade for Cancer Research through
its annual London Pride Walk.

Proud as punch
It’s not just the local charities who are
thankful as to what Fuller’s has achieved.
The Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA)
says, “It’s a real shame that a city the size
of London only has one major brewery left.
Fuller’s has survived because it has a lot
of family interest still involved in the
business and their only focus is on
the brewing at the Griffin Brewery and
their pubs.”
It is the fact that Fuller’s remain
committed to what they believe in, that has
achieved their continued success. “Other
breweries were part of larger organisations
which consolidated and shuffled their assets
like a pack of cards,” CAMRA adds.
www.thegreenmag.co.uk

“We’re very pleased Fuller’s is still dedicated
to brewing excellent cask conditioned ale
and long may they continue.”
Local ward councillor Robert Oulds sees
Fuller’s as a real landmark. “Fuller’s is the
pride of London, not to mention important
for jobs. Its constant emphasis on quality in
both its drinks and food, as well as its family
friendliness has led to its continued success.”

8 Burlington Lane, W4 2QE, 020 8994 9749

George IV
185 Chiswick High Road, W4 2DR
020 8994 4624

The Mawson Arms
Mawson Lane, W4 2QD, 020 8994 2936

The Old Pack Horse
A taste of the future
So, as the last brewery where will Fullers
go from here? Well, thankfully after 164
years on the site, they have no plans to move
anywhere, but they do have other goals.
Michael Turner, chairman of Fuller’s, says
despite the uncertainty in the economy, the
company plans to spend around £16 million
in the next year on development projects
and buying more pubs.
“The collapse of confidence in the world’s
banking system means the outlook for the
UK’s economy does not look good. But we
believe we have the business model and
financial strength to cope well with
a downturn, and can improve our relative
market position and capitalise on
opportunities that may arise,” he says.
John also points out that, after the recent
government legislation extending opening
hours and banning smoking, the pub
landscape has changed irrevocably.
“Pubs are, in general, nicer places to be

434 Chiswick High Road, W4 5TF
020 8994 2872

The Pilot
56 Wellesley Road, W4 4BZ, 020 8994 0828

and already people are forgetting the time
when you came home from the pub smelling
of cigarettes. Pubs and beer are an important
part of British history. They are at the centre
of their community and are often the only
place people can come together as one,
to celebrate, commiserate or even raise
money for charity,” he explains.
“Some pubs will inevitably close forever,
but the best will survive. They will however,
have to adapt to the environment and
compete with other leisure opportunities
and low supermarket prices for alcohol.”
Now the detox months are over, it’s time
to sample the joys of life again, so why not
pop into your local and whet your appetite
with a cheeky pint or two. ●
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